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Lettre-Service 

No. 1060-05-91 

suBJEcT ALL HELICOPTERS 

TIME INIEVALS USE Or DYE PENETTANT INSPECTION PRODUCTS 
PnOBnED ON ALI TYPES OF COMPOSITE MA TEMAN 
BL ADES (MAIN AND TAIL ROTOR BL ADE S 

Dae Sirs 

During investigation pfou noted on blades returned to the factory for repair, w ha noticed sower a 
cm@es where dye penetrat in«pections have been performed on composite material plates 

All users are reminded that use of penetrant dyes is strictly prohibited on composite material 

this method is not only ineffective due to the very nature of the material, but also dangerous for the 
bonding of the different layers {fibre glass or carbon} forming the blades 

Teets performed have shown a fairly important drop in the mechanical properties of bondings due to 
the presence of penetrant dyes 

Aleo, the presence of such a product ma hinder further possible repair due to materials becoming 
contaminated 

W remain at yur iepoeal foe any further enquiries, 

fours faithfully, 

HICs CN 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT, LA COURNEUVE 
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/CS1s 
SENIOR MANAGER, TECHNICAL SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
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